
[sep-sis] noun. Pathology. local or generalized invasion of the body by pathogenic 
microorganisms or their toxins. A life threatening condition.

750,000 
people get sepsis each year in the Unite States. 

That’s half the population of Philadelphia.

28-50% 
of those people die. 

17 billion dollars are spent annually to treat sepsis. 

Each year, sepsis kills more people than AIDS, breast cancer, and prostate 
cancer combined.

Quicker Diagnosis = Better OutcoMES

50k
40k

30K

Fever above 
101.3 F or 
below 95 F. 

Respiratory rate higher 
than 20 breaths a minute.

Heart rate higher than 
90 beats a minute.Probable or 

confirmed infection. Must exhibit

or more 
warning signs 

2

Any type of infection can cause sepsis, but the most common are:

Kidney Infection

Adbominal
Infection

Pnuemonia

Bloodstream 
Infection 

(Bacteremia)

Treatment

O
Oxygen

I.V. Fluids

Patients with sepsis receive care in the ICU, and care may include:

Vasopressors Surgery
Oxygen Therapy

Antibiotics

Dialysis

Sources:  http://www.nigms.nih.gov/Education/factsheet_sepsis.htm   http://money.cnn.com/magazines/fortune/fortune_archive/1993/06/28/78019/index.htm 
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/sepsis.html   http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db62.pdf    

http://www.cancer.org/acs/groups/content/@epidemiologysurveilance/documents/document/acspc-036845.pdf

Aging Population

Incidence of sepsis in the US is 
rising, major factors include:

Drug-Resistant Bacteria
Weakened Immune SystemsMedical Advances

More surgeries, medical devices, and 
treatments

Sepsis in the United
States

Warning signs

Causes

Why the increase in Sepsis?

Seek immediate medical attention if you or 
a loved one exhibit symptoms of sepsis.

That’s enough money to pay for the groceries of 
4.25 million families of four for a year.
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